Ophthalmic effects of oximes: a review.
Evidence from controlled clinical trials of oximes indicates that high doses given im or iv may cause transient disturbances of vision. Blurring of vision and diplopia present for up to an hour can occur. These are often accompanied by other side effects such as nausea, epigastric discomfort, drowsiness and dizziness. Visual effects have not been reported following high doses of oximes given po. Experimental studies provide evidence that some oximes given at high dosages may penetrate the blood-brain and blood-aqueous humor barriers. These suggest that the visual effects may be mediated through the CNS and/or by direct effects on the accommodation mechanisms of the eye. Although transient, the visual effects should be taken into account in clinical trials designed to assess the dosage necessary to achieve prophylaxis against OP antiChE poisoning in occupational situations.